
Master Electives offered by the Academy for the Creative and  
Performing Arts/Leiden University 2017-2018 
 
Master Electives Academy for the Creative and Performing Arts/University of Leiden 
Students must register for the Master Electives via the online form BEFORE 11 SEPTEMBER 2017, and by 
sending an e-mail to Coordinator Rogier Schneemann (acpa@hum.leidenuniv.nl). 
 
All schedule information can be found in the course page of your chosen course, in Leiden University's online 
study guide: https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/ 

[1]
 and more specifically: 

https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/en/courses/optional/2017-2018  
(search for precise course titles with F3 (PC) or Command F (Apple). 
 
Be aware that you will be registered as guest student, after which you will receive a letter from Leiden 
University with login details for your new ULCN-account. After logging in to ULCN and choosing a new 
password, please login to uSis in order to register to the course you have chosen.  
Please contact Plexus (Studenteninformatiecentrum Plexus, Kaiserstraat 25, begane grond, 2311 GN LEIDEN, 

tel.: +31 71 527 8011, Question Form: http://faq.leidenuniv.nl/questionForm?lang=en) in case you require 

assistance using ULCN and uSis, or contact acpa@hum.leidenuniv.nl for other questions. 

For questions about (other) Electives of Leiden University and about enrollment, please contact Rogier 
Schneemann (acpa@hum.leidenuniv.nl), tel.: +31 71 5272999). See their study guide: 
https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/ and the following links:  
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/humanities/academy-of-creative-and-performing-arts/tuition/electives-
minor https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/humanities/academy-of-creative-and-performing-arts/tuition. 
 
For further information regarding compensation of travel expenses, please contact Kathryn Cok: 
k.cok@koncon.nl. 
 

What is music? ‘From Plato to Pussy Riot’ 

Year: 2017-2018 

Catalog number: 5100KM02 

Teacher(s): 
Drs. Hafez Ismaili m'Hamdi 

Language: English 

Blackboard: Yes 

EC: 5 

Level: 200 

Period: Semester 1, Block I, II 

                                                           
[1] Schedules below are subject to change. Please always check the online schedules for any updates. 
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https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/en/courses/show/73161/wat-is-muziek-the-role-of-music-in-society-

through-history-from-plato-to-pussy-riot 

 

Description 

We know it when we hear it, still it remains a notoriously difficult question to answer. What is music? 

In twelve lectures/seminars we will seek to answer this question by exploring the role of music in society 
through history. 
What did the Ancient Greeks mean with music as ‘ethos’ and do we share similar intuitions when we take 
offense at profanities in gangster rap or metal? 
What are the commonalities between Beethoven’s ‘Alle Menschen werden Brüder’ and Queen’s ‘We are 
the champions’? 

Should music entertain us, move us, elevate us, be a religious or spiritual experience? Perhaps it should 
do all or perhaps it should be free from the burden of serving a goal. 

 

Capita Selecta Historical Music Performance Practice 

Year: 2017-2018 

Catalog number: 5100KM07 

Teacher(s): 
Prof. dr. Ton Koopman 

Language: English 

Blackboard: Unknown 

EC: 5.0 

Level: 200 

Period: Semester 1 / 2, Block I, II, III, IV 

https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/en/courses/show/73163/capita_selecta_oude_muziek  

Description 

The Elective Capita Selecta Early Music covers a wide array of subjects from the field of period practice. 
The course will centre around but not be restricted to composer Johann Sebastian Bach. 
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Language, Music and Text-setting 

Year: 2017-2018 

Teacher(s): Dr. Teresa Proto 

Language: English 

EC: 5 

Period/Schedule: 

Jan 2018-June 2018 

Wednesday mornings 

10:00-12:00, location t.b.a. 

https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/courses/show/77013/language-music-and-text-setting  

Prerequisites 
Some prior knowledge of music theory is desirable, but not necessary. 
 

Description 

This course is concerned with the relationship between language and music, both on an abstract 

level, and in the actual mapping of linguistic material on musical structures in songs (text-setting). 

It has often been observed that language and music are structurally similar. Both display some kind 

of hierarchical organization, alongside a temporal and a melodic structure; moreover, they have a 

common timeframe of acquisition. In this course, we will review the main areas of overlap between 

the two systems and broadly examine their differences. 

Despite the similarities displayed by music and language at a very general level, little is known about 

their actual interaction in vocal music. Given the nature of the two systems involved, we would 

expect interactions to show up at one or more structural levels. By means on examples drawn from 

different languages and vocal genres, we will examine the way features of speech such as stress, 

pitch and vowel length interact with analogous features in music, e.g. beats, intervals and durations, 

in singing. 

Readings will cover topics related to the neurobiology, evolution and cognition of language and 

music, and current literature on text-setting. 

Course objectives 
Students have acquired the basic concepts and technical terminology related to the topic. 
Students are able to compare language and music from a structural, cognitive and evolutionary 
perspective. 
Students are able to identify the linguistic features relevant for text-setting. 
Students are able to classify languages and vocal genres based on the text-setting style. 

https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/courses/show/77013/language-music-and-text-setting

