
 

Press release 

Paul Craenen appointed as new lector at the Royal Conservatoire  

Paul Craenen (1972) has been appointed as the new lector in ‘Music, Education & Society’ at 
the Royal Conservatoire with effect from February 2018. Craenen earned his PhD at the 
University of Leiden in 2011, having formerly been a researcher at the Orpheus Institute in 
Ghent and the artistic director of the Flemish organisation Musica, Impulse Centre for Music. 
As head of the lectorate, Craenen plans to explore the role and relevance of music practice in 
contemporary society in greater depth and link the research to music education. The ‘Music, 
Education & Society’ research group is the Royal Conservatoire’s second lectorate, following 
the ‘Research in the Arts’ lectorate directed by Henk Borgdorff 
 
Paul Craenen: “Having worked for several years as a director and curator in the field of music 
participation and talent development, I regard my appointment as lector 'Music, Education and Society' 
as a great privilege and an opportunity to bring questions about the role and the relevance of music 
practice in contemporary society to the level of higher music education. The Royal Conservatoire 
provides a rich artistic environment to reflect upon core musical values that are relevant for today's 
world. I am looking forward to engaging in a reflective dialogue with teachers and students, and to 
facilitating a joint research agenda. In doing so, I am eager to search for interconnections and 
common ground within the artistic diversity harboured in the conservatory.”“ 
 
About Paul Craenen 
Paul Craenen is a composer, lecturer and researcher, and is currently the director of Musica, Impulse 
Centre for Music. After earning his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in music, he taught piano and 
experimental music for a good fifteen years. He has been the driving force behind a number of 
pioneering educational projects in new music and the use of new media in part-time arts education. 
Since the end of the 1990s, he has also worked as a composer and sound artist. He has participated 
in several international composition seminars and his compositions have been premiered at various 
international festivals of new music. Conceptuality, the use of electronics and choreographic and 
audio-visual elements are characteristic features of his compositions. Another recurring element in his 
work is attention to physical presence in the performance of music. He embarked upon post-graduate 
research into that subject at the Orpheus Institute in Ghent, continuing it later through docARTES, a 
doctoral programme for practice-based research in the arts.  

Paul Craenen has been a member of the ARTI research group at Amsterdam University of the Arts 
and was a guest lecturer in intermedia at Amsterdam Conservatory for several years. He earned his 
doctorate from Leiden University on 29 March 2011 with a musical portfolio and a thesis entitled 
Gecomponeerde Uitvoerders – Het musicerende lichaam vanuit compositorisch perspectief. An edited 
version of the thesis was translated into English and published by Leuven University Press under the 
title ‘Composing under the Skin. The music-making body at the composer’s desk’ in 2014. As the 
director of Musica, Impulse Centre for Music, he has been responsible for the general and artistic 
policy of a major organisation accredited under the Flemish Arts Decree to promote music participation 
and arts education in Flanders. Under his leadership, the organisation won a YEAH award for the Most 
Innovative European Youth Production in the category ‘Performance’ (2015) and an EFFE Quality 
Label for the AlbaNova Festival (2017), and was nominated for the Limburg Prize for Culture (2017). 



Thanks to his expertise at the intersection of research, artistic practice and education, Paul Craenen is 
in frequent demand as an expert, opinion leader and curator. He gives lectures, writes articles for 
specialist publications and festivals and is a member of several working groups concerned with arts 
education and musical education. 

Paul Craenen succeeds Helena Gaunt, who has completed her term as lector at the Royal 
Conservatoire and is returning full-time to her position at the Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama in London. 

 

Note for the editor, not for publication:  For more information, please contact the communications department, 
Julia Bontes | T: 070-315 15 82 | E: j.bontes@koncon.nl 
 
Royal Conservatoire  
At the Royal Conservatoire students lay the foundations for an international career in music and dance. The 
challenge for the Royal Conservatoire is to provide the best education with top-class teachers and attractive 
projects to prepare its talented students for international professional practice. This is not only in the interests of 
the students, but also makes an essential  contribution to the development of the climate for music and dance in 
the Netherlands.  
The Royal Conservatoire has evolved into a leading international conservatory with a rating of ‘excellent’ from the 
Accreditation Organisation for the Netherlands and Flanders. The Conservatoire also has an international 
reputation for the excellence of its programmes and has an extensive network of partner conservatories around 
the world. 
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