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The information contained in this Curriculum Handbook is, beyond errors and omissions, correct at the time of 

publication, but may be subject to change during the academic year. Therefore, always make sure you are referring to 

the latest version of this document which can be found on the website and the KC Portal. For questions about 

courses, you can get in touch with the contact person mentioned in the course description. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Master of Music in Classical Music programme is a two-year programme in which you will develop your 

skills to the highest level. 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀƭΣ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 

contemporary music projects. It is an intensive course at the heart of the classical music profession. The 

Classical Music DeǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ !ǎ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 

a personal artistic vision and style with added value for the music profession. Together we strive every day to 

create an inspirational climate of learning, creativity and musicianship in which the students and teachers 

continuously try to draw the best out of each other. 

 

This Curriculum Handbook aims to provide you with all necessary information related to the curricula and 

courǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ aǳǎƛŎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ Specialisations Orchestra Master, 

Ensemble Academy, Ensemble Percussion, Chamber Music and Complementary Subject. The handbook 

includes information on the Master of Music programme including the Master Project, Focus Areas and a 

timeline. After programme objectives and a schematic overview of the curricula, you will find descriptions of all 

courses, including learnƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ όŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩύ and assessment criteria. This handbook also contains the 

programme requirements and assessment criteria for the main subject (final) presentations and the Training 

Orchestral Part exams. ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻƛǊŜΩǎ Study Guide, which 

includes the Education and Examination Regulations (EER).  
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THE MASTER OF MUSIC PROGRAMME 

PHILOSOPHY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The educational philosophy of the Master of Music programme at the Royal Conservatoire is 
dedicated to developing your individual artistic vision, personal growth, inquisitive 
and entrepreneurial attitude and independence, and your instrumental and technical skills at a high 
qualitative level. We strive for our alumni to become excellent performers and composers, and also 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
music profession.  
To guide your development, the curriculum is designed in three domains: artistic development ς 
research ς professional integration. The programme is aimed at helping you find your place in the 
professional practice. Therefore, you are constantly encouraged to make your own choices and 
develop and carry out your own ideas and plans. We challenge you to connect all three domains in a 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ΨƴƛŎƘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ 
the professional practice after you have finished your studies. 
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THE MASTER PROJECT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The main goal of the Master of Music programme is for students to develop and complete their own 
Master Project that will help them realise the professional practice they aspire by integrating the 
following three domains: 
 
A. Artistic Development: You develop a vision for your artistic development: What characterises you 
as a musician in terms of skills, motivations and/or interests? What kind of musician would you like 
to become? What are your career aspirations? What do you need to work on in order to become this 
musician? How can your Master Project help you achieve your goals? 
You will receive individual tuition by the teacher(s) of your main subject. Furthermore, you will 
participate in for example: group lessons, combo lessons, chamber music activities, ensemble classes, 
orchestral projects, Big Band projects or composition projects, and in some departments you will 
work with a coach pianist. 
 
B. Research: You conduct research that is driven by your artistic vision and that will help you to reach 
your goals for your artistic practice. You can use your research to inform and support your 
professional integration activity (PIA), or you can use your PIA as a case study in your research. 
You will attend an introductory course on research in the arts and you will receive individual research 
supervision. 
 
C. Professional Integration:  
You design, develop and realise an activity that connects you with the professional practice you want 
to be active in and therefore brings you outside the walls of the conservatoire. This professional 
integration activity (PIA) is driven by your artistic development goals. It can be informed and 
supported by your research, or it can function as a case study for your research. It is the starting 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 
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You will attend an introductory course on project management during which you will design a plan 
for your PIA, and you will receive individual coaching by a professional integration coach. 
 
Master Circle 
The monthly master circle is a peer learning group where the three domains of the Master Project 
come together and where you discuss the Master Project as a whole with your fellow students. The 
circles are organised by focus area. Every circle includes first- and second-year master students and is 
facilitated by a master circle leader who is knowledgeable in the focus area. 

 
 

MASTER PROJECT EXAMPLES 

 
Here are some examples of potential Master Projects. This is just a non-exhaustive list of examples, 
as there are many possibilities to be explored. 
 
 

Example 1: 
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Example 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 3: 
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Example 4: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 5: 
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Example 6: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASTER PROJECT NETWORK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




















































































































































